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Costume Ball hits a Homerun
By BROOKE PENTECOST, 5th Grade

Sariah Adams with her dad
as Pirates - Best couple
A’trell Golden as Cereal
Killer - Most Original

Rhiannon MacMaster
and her family - Best
Group Costume

The PTA threw a party on Friday, October
27 in the Gym / MPR. This party met the
school’s requirements for having a CATCH
Night. To qualify, an event must include
physical fitness activities and healthy food
choices. The Eat the Alphabet activity met
the requirement for healthy food. Students
were able to sample 26 fruits and vegetables,
A to Z.
Cameron Davis as Austin
Powers – Funniest
There was also healthy food available for
purchase like salad and meat (provided by
Almarah Resturant) to feast upon. There
were lots of activities such as dancing, games,
physical fitness activities, painting pumpkins
and composting (yuck!).

Fish Family - Best Overall Costume

Myra Tyagi and Principal Goecke

During the celebration, prizes were awarded
for the most creative, scariest, funniest, best
couple, and best group costumes.
The money raised from the ball was used for
supplies including 5 marionette puppets, a
selection of music, a new paper cutter and a
new storage cabinet for the performing art
teachers. The amount of money raised was
over $1,000 and nearly 200 people attended
the event.
Jacqueline LeBlanc - Scariest Costume

Cate Kessel, 2nd Grade

This event was made possible through the
help of Coach Cassidy, many parents,
community sponsors, and students from
Four Points Middle School and Vandegrift
High School.
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Thankful to have lunch with our Families
By MADDIE MENDOZA

Here is what they said:
Mrs.Victor (5th Grade
teacher) shared, ”I love
Thanksgiving Lunch at
GVH. It is a perfect
opportunity for the families
to come and to see what

we’re doing at school and
also to enjoy a wonderful
lunch GVH.”
Layla Ajam (student) said,
“I feel about Thanksgiving it
help’s everyone’s to be
respectful and kind and is
really nice to each other.”
Emma (student) responded,
”My mom did not get to
come last year, and I was
disappointed so I’m glad I
get to spend time with my
family this year.”

Thanksgiving is one of my
favorite times of the year.
Your family may give thanks
at Thanksgiving, but what
about at Thanksgiving lunch
during school? You will find
that kids and teachers do
give thanks at school.

Libby - (student) “I like it
alot. It is kind of a special
thing for me as she (my

Departmentalization: 4th & 5th get 2 teachers!
By Contributing Editor GIULIA GIAMMARIA
This year 4th and 5th graders
at GVH have two teachers,
which is called
departmentalization. For
example, my homeroom
teacher teaches me math and
science; her name is Mrs.
Lorenz. My other teacher
teaches me reading, writing
and social studies; her name is
Mrs. Romine. Is this new
method better? Why or Why
not?
Ms. Goecke, when asked
what triggered this change in
approach, said that our
district began looking at the
new method and the research
showed that 3rd-5th graders
performed better under this
approach. After considering
the idea, Ms. Goecke said,
“We decided that Grandview
Hills would move to a
modified departmentalized
schedule for 4th and 5th
grade.”

Teachers and staff are still
adapting to the new model.
Ms. Goecke shared, “As with
any change, there are
positives and down sides.
The positives of this change
are that teachers can really
focus on 2 subject areas
rather than 4 subject areas;
students get to start “new”
half way through their day
when they switch to their
afternoon teacher; and each
student has 2 adults who care
very much about their growth
and success. Teaching
according to the IB
philosophy is more difficult
in a departmentalized setting
and they also have less
flexibility in their schedule.”
I think that it is better having
two teachers, because you get
to know them better and
because with two teachers the
day is more exciting. Some
students agree with me.

mom) does not get to come
to school a lot.”

Isn’t this wonderful what
students and teacher said
about Thanksgiving? From
these quotes you can infer
that it is not only students
who enjoy this activity. And
I bet that’s true because it is
a wonderful time of year.
Grandview Hills Gazette
A publication of the
Grandview Hills Elementary
PTA

Ashton Clussman (5th grade)
said, “It changes things up,
Editors-in-Chief
and there is more variety in
Jack Cance
the school day with two
Bella Estrada
teachers. It keeps me
Leilani Ibanez
interested in the subjects.”
Jackie Mendoza
Emory Vandewalle (5th
Maddie Mendoza
grade) said, “You get two
Nicholas Moreland
teachers, and they have two
Brooke Pentecost
methods to teach.” Addison
Lexi Tomaszewski
Werland (4th grade) likes this
Aryk Tyagi
year’s method, because “you
Addison Werland
have two different
perspectives.”
Production
Nicole Tomaszewski
Other 4th grade students like
Vikas Tyagi
last year’s method better such
as Audrey Merchant, because
Photography
“You don’t have to worry
Susan Rebtoy
about having two tests on the
Priyanka
Tyagi
same day.” Hadley Rebtoy
said, “It’s easier and I like
Feedback & submissions
having one teacher”. Emily
should be submitted to
Macias said “I’m used to it.”
GVHNewspaper@gmail.co
Departmentalization is new
at the end of this school
for the school and Ms.
year.”
Goecke said, “We will
formally evaluate the change
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Get to know the teachers who have joined
Grandview Hills Elementary this year!

Ms. Ashlock
PreK
After growing up in
Mansfield, Texas, Ms.
Ashlock has been
teaching PreK for 4
years and transferred
from Steiner Ranch
Elem. this year. She
was inspired to teach
from a teacher in high
school, who believed in
her and inspired her to
achieve great things!

Mrs. Bond
3rd Grade
Ms. Bond grew up in
St. Louis, Mo. This
is Ms. Bond’s 6th
year as a
teacher. Her high
school journalism
teacher inspired her
to teach others to be
their best self, not
only improving
themselves
academically.

Mr. Lomeli
4th Grade
Born in California. he
has also lived in
Oregon, Washington
DC, Carolina, China,
Egypt, and Mexico.
He has been teaching
for six years and has
also taught 2nd grade.
His dad inspired him
to teach because he
wanted him to help
others. His brother
also works in LISD!

Ms. Lundquist
5th Grade
Ms. Lundquist hails
from Sierra Vista, AZ.
She chose to come to
GVHE to be close to
her new home, and
she also wanted to
work at an IB school.
She previously worked
at at IB school in
Temple, TX. She was
inspired to teach by
her 2nd grade teacher,
Mrs. Dylag.

Mrs. Gonzales
Spanish
Mrs. Gonzales was
born in Columbia.
She has been teaching
Kinder thru 5th grades
as well as Spec Ed for
10 years. She workd
in two schools in
AISD before coming
to GVHE. She loves
the IB program at our
school!

Ms. Romine
4th Grade
Moved to Austin from
Houston, where she
taught elementary for
11 years (Kinder, 4th
and 5th grades). Her
favorite thing about
our school is
TEAMWORK! She
became inspired to
teach when she was
volunteering in college
and discovered her
love for helping kids.

Ms. Estrada
2nd Grade
After 10 years of
teaching in Austin, San
Antonio and Corpus
Christi, Ms. Estrada
came to Grandview
Hills Elementary,
because she wanted to
work at an IB school.
She loves the children
and colleagues she
works with every day.

Ms. Grant
1st Grade
According to Ms.
Grant, GVHE is the
best school in
Texas! The teachers
and students are
amazing. She has been
teaching for 17 years,
mostly Kinder before
this year. She also
taught school in Los
Angeles, California.

Ms. Victor
4th Grade
Originally from
Poughkeepsie, NY.
Ms. Victor has been
teaching elementary
students for 19 years.
She was inspired to
teach when she read a
book called, “Lovey:
A Very Special Child
by Mary
MacCracken”. She’s
always had a deep love
for chidren.

Mrs. Taylor
Counselor
Before coming to
GVHE, Mrs. Taylor
worked in Round Rock
ISD as both a teacher (6
years) and a counselor
(10 years). She came
here to be able to work
in the community in
which she lives. She
says the students at
GVHE are all so
respectful and eager to
learn!
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Diwali, a Festival of Light
By ARYK TYAGI,

4th

Grade

Diwali is one of the biggest
festivals that Indians from
South Asia celebrate every
year.
Diwali is known as the
Festival of Lights. It is
celebrated in India and part
of South Asia. It is
equivalent of Indian
Christmas.
Diwali marks the celebration
of good over bad. As the
legend goes, one of the
Indian Gods (Ram) defeated
the most powerful and

invincible demon, Ravana.
People celebrated his victory
by lighting up the entire
town and lighting fireworks.
We decorate our house with
colorful floor art called
Rangoli. We paint diya
(Indian candles) which we
light late in the evening. We
hang colorful lanterns. There
is always fireworks and lots
of food especially sweets.
We light diya by putting oil
in them and making a cotton
wick.

I love Diwali; we celebrate it
every year. All our neighbors
come and celebrate it with
us. Mom & Dad always
throw a big party. It’s a great
way to learn about our
culture and heritage while
having fun. All girls get
henna or gold tattoos and
boys get foam swords so we

can imitate the big battle
between good and bad. The
best thing is we all get to
play with sparklers. Last time
we lit around 50 sparklers
and roman candles.
Celebrating different
festivals with our friends is a
great way to celebrate
diversity.

Watch out for the D.O.G.S in the Hallway
By JACKIE MENDOZA, 4th Grade
Does your dad, uncle or grandad want
to become a WatchDOG? If you are
not sure, here you will find reasons to
become a WatchDOG. If yes, you will
also find ways to become a
WatchDOG.
WATCH D.O.G.S. is a non-profit
organization which began in 1998 by
Jim Moore. Watch DOGS volunteer in
the school for either 1 full day or 1 half
day. While they are here, they may
read or work on flash cards with kids,
play at recess, eat lunch with their
kid(s) and more! They are here to be a
positive and active role-model for
students at Grandview hills.
According to Byron Davis, Top Watch
DOG, we currently have about 40

Watch DOGS volunteering in
the school, however that
number is constantly growing.
Byron said, “Many
WatchDOGS have different
interests like math, reading,
Spanish or others. For me and
most of the other volunteers,
playing with the kids at recess
seems to be the favorite
activity.”
He also said, “We try to tailor the
volunteer schedules to the interests of
the volunteers while still giving them
the opportunity to interact with their
own kids as well. Even if it is only one
day during the entire school, your kids
will never forget that you stepped up to

volunteer at their school. Partial day
volunteering is also available if that is
all your schedule permits.”
To sign up, you can visit the PTA
website at www.grandview.may-pta.org
and click on the Programs &
Enrichment tab.
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Kids and Parents Learn about the Joy of Gardening
By BELLA ESTRADA, 4th Grade
Both students and parents
participate in the Gardening
Club. They use gardening
tools to weed, water, plant,
and more! Every other
Thursday, the Gardening
Club gets together between
the parking lot and the
garden after school. They
plan what will be done that
day, then begin work in the
garden.
The Gardening Club plants
vegetables and certain plants
that help keep away the
unwanted bugs and worms.
They also plant wildflower

seeds using sand and stomp
the seeds into the ground.
During the Spring, students
get to harvest the veggies

Parents and students work together to prepare beds for new plantings.

Kids paint bricks in preparation
for our garden expansion project.

and eat what they have
grown as a snack!
The Gardening Club accepts
new members throughout

the school year. They
currently have 38 members
from Kinder thru 5th grade.

An Introduction to Destination Imagination
By LEILANI IBANEZ, 4th Grade
Have you heard of Destination
Imagination? Do you find science and
technology captivating? If so, you are
going to be excited about what I am
going to tell you.
Destination
Imagination, also
known as DI, is an
afterschool club
that is led by several
eager parents who
are ready and
willing to teach the
club members
about technology
and science.
The club meets on
Tuesdays at
3:00pm, and it’s
open to all 3rd - 5th grade students.
Sierra Mickler, a 4th grader here at
GVH says, “I heard the name and I
thought I’m really good at imagining
things, so I thought it would really be

fun!” I asked her on a scale of 1-10,
how would she rate the club? She said
excitedly “A MILLION!”
The club is made up of 13 students
who are organized into two groups.

Photo organized by Jack Cance

Each are preparing for a competition in
which they will present their projects
that address an Essential Challenge.
Mrs. Rinkevich, club leader, had this to
say about the competition, “There is

also an Instant Challenge that club
members do not know in advance.
They are given 5-10 minutes to
complete a challenge such as creating a
story, or perhaps building or design
something.” I
don't know about
you, but I think
that is a fun way
to spend a
Tuesday
afternoon.
I found working
on this article that
Destination
Imagination is a
fun and creative
after school
program. To find
out more
information about Destination
Imagination, go to www.grandview.mypta.org and click on the Programs &
Enrichment tab.
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Horrible Hurricane Harvey
By Contributing Editor NEHA
KUNKA, 5th Grade

Families are still thriving and surviving
today, and quickly recovering from this
tragedy. Many people are doing so
much to help the world shift back into
place.

Bam, crash, thud, Hurricane Harvey
crashes on August 25, 2017 in
Houston, TX and Louisiana.

Scientists are discovering how people
can get prepared for further tragedies.

The water rose nearly 5 ft. and in
Beaumont TX, the flood was record
breaking.
Hurricane Harvey’s journey started in
the Atlantic Ocean and gradually
became larger and larger. It ended up as
a category 4 hurricane.

contained sewage and wasn’t fit for
drinking. Following this tragedy
diseases like the respiratory diseases,
skin infections, and gastral infections
became worse and worse.

The flood caused by Hurricane Harvey
grew to be 47 inches. The water

Good news. Luckily Hurricane Harvey
wasn’t as bad as Hurricane Irma.

Attendance Counts at Grandview Hills!
Interview conducted by NICHOLAS MORELAND, 4th
Grade
Have you ever wondered why coming to school every day is
so important? We spoke with Mrs. Kristen Alex, Assistant
Principal, to learn more.
How is attendance tracked?
Attendance is tracked at the classroom level by each teacher
recording attendance in our txConnect system. At the
campus level, absences are coded as Excused or Unexcused
based on reason for absence.
What are the benefits of attending school every day?
Research shows that students who attend regularly have an
increased rate of graduation. Students who are at school
develop relationships with students & teachers. This
develops a feeling of community. Students can make up
missed work, but they cannot make up the original learning
experiences in class.
What are some of the common excuses for being
absent?
The most common excuse is students being ill. However, we
continue to have students who are out because they are sick
but forget to turn in notes. Signed parent notes are required
for an absence to be considered excused. Don’t forget to
bring your notes!
How much money is lost when a child is out?
Approximately $40 a day; which is interesting because even
when a child is absent, the school/district continues to need
to pay for all staff & school facilities.

How is Grandview Hills doing this year on attendance?
Grandview is doing better this year than last year at this time
by .5 %. It doesn’t sound like much, but instead of 96.7% we
are over 97%! Our goal is 98%. We can get there!
What rewards are given for good/perfect attendance?
Each month students are recognized at Fly High Friday &
receive a tag with the month listed. However the best reward
is the learning opportunities that the child is given. This
learning is both academic & social.
Anything else you’d like to share with students?
The most important thing
to consider is for students
to try to be at school
everyday. If you are
feeling tired, get up and
try! Know that we can not
recreate the learning
experiences you miss. We
want each student to have
every opportunity for
success. That success
starts with being present
as much as possible! Go
eagles!
Art by Nina Imhof, 1st Grade
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Girl Scouts experience the Great Outdoors
By LEXI TOMASZEWSKI, 5th Grade
Over the weekend of October 27-29, 85 girl scouts from 12
troops in the Lake Austin Service Unit participated in a 3 day
campout at Camp Texlake. The 455 acre Camp is located on
Lake Travis. It is
available for Girl Scout
and non Girl Scout
groups. Texlake has an
Olympic sized-pool, a
challenge course,
pavilion, an archery
range, a sports court,
nature trails and horses.

a Halloween Party and decorated
pumpkins, made slime which
was their STEM activity, and
roasted smores over a campfire
while singing Girl Scout songs.
Troops also got to choose from
a variety of activities including
visiting with and petting horses
and/or horseback riding, doing
catch and release fishing, going
zip lining, kayaking and archery.

During the campout, all
troops participated in
opening and closing flag
ceremonies, took part in

air conditioning and heating, bunk beds, closets, and
bathrooms which included showers with warm water. It
was very luxurious! The girls were all thankful for the heat
as the nights were very cold.
According to
Leader, Liz
Brokhoff, “I
think the
girls benefit
a lot from
campouts
like these,
because
they get
to go
outside
with
other
girls
they
know and don’t
know while exploring new
experiences.”

Troop

Participating Girl Scouts from GVHE included: Troop
40702 (1st Grade) – Carys Werland, Georgia May
Giamona, Piper Savage; Troop 624 (2nd grade) –
MacKenna Fojtik, Troop 1441 (4th Grade) – Addisen
Werland, Ava Ortiz, Sierra Mickler; and Troop 1272 (4th
& 5th grade) – Lexi Tomaszewski, Maddie Mendoza,
Jackie Mendoza and Marissa Lopez.

The girls all slept in cabins or
treehouses (cabins on stilts). The
sleeping quarters all included

Grand Views from You
What is on your wish list this holiday season?

Avery Bentley
1st Grade
An American Girl
doll and Julie’s
Groovy Bath Set

Alex James Wynn
1st Grade
A drone, just like
my Uncle Daniel’s

Eli Davis
2nd Grade
I want a
hoverboard!

Kelsey Ritter
3rd Grade
A phone, I’ve
wanted one for 3
years now

Sariah Adams
4th Grade
A Hoverboard

Tanner Bertram
5th Grade
I’d like some Heely’s
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Check out these
Reflections
Contest entries
from our students.
Good luck to all
participants!

.
”Blossoms
Within
Reach”, by
Myra Tyagi,
Grade 3

”Melting Change”, by Elena Jimenez, Grade 3
”Neon Hallway”, by
Bridget McKee,
Grade 5

1.

Untitled, by
Kayla Jimenez,
Grade 5

”Love is Within Reach”, by Cara Harrington,
Grade 3

Congratulations to students with Perfect Attendance through October
Sariah Adams
Laila Ajam
Sana Ajam
Grady Alewine
Kayleigh Arriaga
Grayson Arteaga
Jacob Ashby
Basma Awad
Minglun Bai
Jazelle Barber
Willem Baugher
Siddharth Benedict
Easton Bentley
Tanner Bertram
Aarya Bhise
Holt Birchard
Ibsen Bishop
Ianna Bishop
Ava Blauvelt
Elise Bohmann
Jo'liyah Bourgeois
Charlotte Burrows
Claire Butler
Caleb Butz
Julian Calderon
Adrian Calderon
Kadence Carter
Brooklyn Castillo
Jayden Ceasar
Miguel CervantesCornejo
Brayden Chance
Mia Chavez
Noelle Chavez
Jenna Chavez
Alison Chilek
Catherine Chilek
Seojun Choi

Xander Christiansen
Xaiden Christiansen
Hsu-Wen Chung
James Clubb
Ashton Clussman
Sawyer Cook
Jay Costales
Samuel Cox
Zoey Coyle
Mia Craddock
Alani Curtis
Marwan Dakkak
Kurtis Dannah
Eli Davis
Lauryn Davis
Cameron Davis
Jane Davis
Ayden DavisTimmons
Cooper Dawson
Samantha Decker
Mariana Diaz
Mauricio Diaz
Kaleah Duggan
Brandon Easley
Christopher Edwards
Logan Engstrom
Luis Espino-Guerrero
Isabella Estrada
Ahmad Etcheu
Eiken Farley
George Farley
Owen Farris
Makenna Fojtik
Thomas Foote
Kejdric Fresch
Zachary Friedrich
Gonzalo Fuentes

Daniel Furqueron
Bryce Gandy
Aleksander Garel
Enrico Giammaria
Giulia Giammaria
Serenity Gilson
Chase Gold
A'trell Golden
Sophia Etienne
Gonzales
Kanoa Gonzales
Christian Gonzalez
Daniel Gonzalez
Esteban Gonzalez
Alexis GonzalezAquino
Lucas Graff
Reagan Gray
Ian Grechushnikov
Trinity Green
Nigel Green
Sierra Gretlein
Nadia Griffin
Carter Guenther
Evan Guenther
Leah Guenther
Sydney Guerrero
Cortez
Bodhi Gurrola
Owen Hamilton
Aubree Hammonds
Amani Hardin-Price
Cara Harrington
Matthew Harris
Thomas Harris
Zenijah Harris
Yasin Hassan
David Hernandez

Zoe Hernandez
Gabriella Hernandez
Lourdes Hernandez
Peraza
Seth Hickman
Leonardo W Huang
Jason Huang
Rilee Huett
Nina Imhof
Cianalies Jackson
Ja'kla Jackson
Natiyana Jackson
Colby James
Jake Jenkins
Elena Jimenez
Kayla Jimenez
Peyton Johnson
Tori Johnson
Caitlin Jones
Abel Kagai
Jayden Karekezi
Charlea Karos
Carmel Katz
Leon Khavaldzhy
Indie Knutson-Ho
Kjartan Knutson-Ho
Madeline Koch
Maiya Koch
Ethan Kollannur
Shay Kriesel
Neha Kunka
Yuliia Kuznetsova
Hanool Lee
Kylie Ligas
Elianna Logan
Kayla Lonas
Faith Lonas
Marissa Lopez

Collin Luton
Henry Macias
Jazlene Maldonado
Daniel Marumoto
Gabriel Marumoto
Noah Marumoto
Preston Marzan
Amal Masoud
Logan Mcdonald
Alexandra Mcdonald
Brayden Mckeown
Mariam Mcknight
Zion Mcqueen
Jacquelyn Mendoza
Madison Mendoza
Audrey Merchant
Lyell Mickler
Sierra Mickler
Faith Mille
Ammar Khan
Mohammad
Mustafa Mohammed
Mudathir Mohammed
Molly Mokry
Aahan Momin
Zia Momin
Ziya Momin
Sophie Monroe
Nicholas Moreland
Jahderra Murchison
Roman Nikitin
Elizabeth Norquay
Grace Nunnery
Grant Nunnery
Sarah Oeltjen
Taylor Oeltjen
Makayla Olivarez
Bryan Olivas

Jasmine Olivio
Ava Ortiz
Kalia Palma-Caraveo
Elizabeth Peikert
Taelynn Price
Tristan Price
Calli Raby
Alondra Ramirez
Camila Rego Barros
Marco Reyes Blando
Christopher Rinkevich
Reese Ritter
Kelsey Ritter
Kaden Robbins
Olivia Roberts
Carlton Robinson
Chase Robinson
Emma Roman
Sofia Saez Campisi
Mauricio Sanchez
Bonet
Marcos Santiago
Avagrace Santiago
Adali Santos
Dylan Santos Pinelo
Piper Savage
Alexander Savage
James Schneider
June Schoppert
Cheyenne SchultzBryan
Alexis Seveska
Shrey Singh
John Smith
Lennox Smith
Emilee Smith
Melina Thomas
Anthony Thomas

Jeffrey Thompson
Chloe Thompson
Judah Thompson
Patterson
Aydan Todd
Kailey Tolentino
Caden Tolentino
Andrew Tomaszewski
Myra Tyagi
William Vandewalle
Emory Vandewalle
Matthew Vanston
Jack Vatzlavick
Colton Wardrop
Eden Wenham
Weston Wenham
Carys Werland
Addisen Werland
Abigail Williams
Javarous Williams
Rider Winbury
Tsion Woldeyohannes
Chase Wonderlin
Audrey Wood
Alessandra Wood
Alec Wynn
Zachary Wynn
Sean Wynn
Selena Xu
Amy Yang
Isabella Yang
Summer Yeakley
Alexander Yung
Sylus Zavareh
Zaina Zohair

