
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letter from the President 

Have you ever seen a 30-year-old in Kindergarten or a father in the Third 
grade? That‘s what we are, parents, if we are doing our children‘s homework 
for them. And honestly, wouldn‘t it be better to allow our students to do their 
own take-home projects and homework so they can see their own abilities? So 
they can learn how to create? So they can learn how to do research? 

I must admit I‘m a little guilty of being over-zealous in the ―help department‖ 
when it comes to my children‘s homework. But then I realized, why I am doing 
this? I already attended Third grade, even graduated from college. Why would 
I undermine what I can accomplish by doing my Third grader‘s work? 

Bridget recently completed one of her own projects all by herself—researched 
on the Internet, read in the encyclopedia, pulled out all the craft items in our 
craft bin, and just started working. I never saw her so excited as she did 
everything by herself, until she expressed her satisfaction when she was 
complete with her own project. 

At that moment, I realized that ‗student-led inquiry‘—which the IB Organization 
touts so emphatically in their web site and documents—is something that 
should not only be practiced at school but at home too. Let‘s create the self-
starters, the critical thinkers, the confident people we all want by allowing our 
children to be responsible for their homework and take-home projects.  

Let‘s face it, who is going to be critical of the hand-drawn monkey that actually 
looks like a whale? 

Kelli Merchant 
GVHE PTA President 

Our Children, Our Responsibility 

Please remember that no matter what time of day our children are on campus, 
they need to follow the school‘s rule ALL the time! Parents, you are also 
responsible for your own children while on campus during non-school hours. 

Changing Your Child’s Way Home from School 

There are two ways to inform GVHE about a change in your child‘s method of 
transportation from school.  

1. You can complete a form online at: 
http://nse.leanderisd.org/default.aspx?name=gvh.trans.change.form 
under the ―Parent Resources‖ on our school‘s home page.  

2. For those who do not have access to a computer, tablets of Change of 
Transportation Forms, are available and will be sent home.  

Please be considerate to our front office staff and teachers by submitting your 
request no later than 2:00 p.m., using the web site or the forms. Please refrain 
from calling in your request unless it is an urgent emergency. 
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PTA Gives Back 
The PTA received approval from 
the PTA membership to spend 
$750 to purchase playground 
equipment such as balls, hula 
hoops, and jump ropes for all 
GVHE students to enjoy during 
recess. We are also donating 
$1,000 to our Guided Reading 
Level Book Room. 

PTA Membership Raffle 

Winners 

The following are the winners of the 
PTA membership raffle that 
occurred at the PTA Family Night 
on October 28, 2008. 

General Membership Winners 

Tere Kovacs: An autographed copy 

of Barbara Walters Audition, A Memoir 
(donated by Barnes & Noble) 

Michael Hundley: GVHE School 

Spirit Pack: T-shirt, koozie and  water 
bottle (donated by the GVHE PTA) 

Carolyn Marshall: Dinner for 2 @ 

Flores (donated by Flores restaurant) 

Don McClain: Free Birthday Party at 

Culin Karate Center (donated by 
Joseph & Julie Culin) 

Faculty Membership Winners 

Lori McConnell: Target Gift Card 

(donated by a GVHE PTA member) 

Anne Betz: Creative Nails Gift Card 

(donated by a GVHE PTA member) 

Michele Hanlon: Teacher Heaven 

Gift Basket (donated by Teacher 
Heaven) 

GVHE PTA is Online 

Website: http://gvhe.txpta.org 

You can get contact information for 
all GVHE PTA board members from 
this site too. 

Clothes Closet Needs Socks and Underwear 
Currently, GVHE is focusing on collecting socks and underwear the entire 
month of December. If you would like to donate these items, please send them 
in unopened packaging with your child or put them directly in the leather bench 
just inside the front sliding glass doors. 

The Clothes Closet is a free store managed by LISD Council of PTAs and 
staffed entirely by LISD PTA volunteers. The portable building is located 
between Leander Middle School and the LEO Center on South West Drive in 
Leander and is open from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. every Friday and from 10:30 
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. the first Saturday of each month.  

If you would like to volunteer, please contact our Clothes Closet Chair, 
Stephanie Haug at sahaug@austin.rr.com or 266-3534. 

We Still Need Volunteers 
If you have time and would like to ―give back‖ to 
our great school, please contact the 2008-2009 
Volunteer Coordinator, Karin Crump Samman, at 
karinsamman@gmail.com 512 773-9361. All 
volunteers must register on the LISD volunteer website 
https://volunteer.leanderisd.org (both new and returning volunteers are required to 
register). 

GVHE Fills First Paper Recycling Bin 
Congrats GVHE community! We filled our first recycling bin. GVHE earns 
money every time we fill it up. The money GVHE earns depends on two factors: 
how often we fill/empty our bin and how much the contents weigh. A full bin will 
weigh anywhere between 1,500 and 4,000 pounds, depending on the paper it 
contains (office paper weighs less than catalogs). The bin is weighed at the 
time of pick up. Since the beginning of the school year, our bin has been 
emptied once (but it is almost ready to be emptied again). 

At this point, we will receive $5.00 per ton for every ton we recycle. On average 
it will probably take four full bins to collect one ton of paper. If we are able to 
collect 4 - 7.99 tons of paper in a month, then we will receive $15.00 per ton. 
Even though the dollar amount seems small, the benefit to the environment and 
impact on the landfill is HUGE. So, keep up the good work and continue to 
recycle that paper!  

The green and yellow paper retriever bin is located at the front of the school. 
We accept the following paper items:  

 Newspapers 

 Magazines 

 Shopping catalogs 

 Junk mail 

 Envelopes (with and without windows) 

 Office paper 

 School papers 
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Fundrai$ing Update 

Ugly Mug Coffee  
Our Ugly Mug Coffee Fundraiser ended 
November 17. Not only will GVHE receive 
40% of the profits earned but also the money 
raised will help families in coffee growing 
regions—they will receive clean drinking 
water and money to buy basic things like food 
and clothing. 

The fundraiser had the following incentives: 

 Each classroom that sells 200 items or more 
earns $35 for a classroom party. 

 If a classroom has 50% participation, the 
students earn a chance at winning $35 for their 
classroom. 

 Eagle News will report the results of this fundraiser in the 
December issue. 

Book Fair is Happening Now! 
GVHE Book Fair runs through November 21 and is taking 
place in the library. It‘s not too late to buy books and help 
GVHE. 

 Sally Foster Still Accepted 
You can still to place Sally Foster orders 
on-line through January 1, 2009 for any 
of your holiday gift needs!! Go to 
www.sallyfoster.com and use our 
school code 914427 when placing your 
order so that our school receives credit.  

Box Tops Collection Update 
Way to go Eagles! We have already surpassed one of our 
fundraising goals!  The Box Tops submission we mailed 
at the end of October was about $690.00. Add that to the 
$170.00 we already had from an earlier submission and 
we are well over our original goal of $750.00. Let's keep 
going and collect $1,500 by our next submission deadline 
at the end of February 2009! 

Teacher/Staff Birthday Shout Out! 

November 

 10 – Jennifer Suarez – 1
st
 

 14 – Brenda Edwards – 
Office 

 16 – Cathy Miller – 4
th
 

 27 – Jenny Wyman – Instructional Assistant 

 27 – Dawn Tarranto – 2
nd

 

 30 – Kay Myers – Educational Diagnostician 

 30 – Michelle Jackson – 5th 

December 

 2 – Jennifer Martinez – CMC 

 18 – Kim Castles – K 

Soaring Eagles Running Club: 
A Huge Success! 
The GVHE Soaring Eagles running 
club, which started on October 16, 
currently has 92 children participating! 
The club meets every Thursday after 
school and finishes by 3:15 p.m. 

Children run (or walk!) as much or as little as they like, in 
quarter-mile increments. We keep a running tally of the 
miles they have run each week, and the children will earn 
ribbons once they‘ve run 10 miles, 25 miles, 50 miles, 75 
miles, and more!   

Your child can join anytime. For more information, contact 
Tracy Nelson at tdn@austin.rr.com. 

Fan Fare Fridays 
Don‘t forget to wear your favorite 
team‘s shirt, your favorite school‘s 
shirt, or GVHE‘s school colors – 
red, blue, silver – on Fridays! 

LISD Community Flyers Posted Online 

LISD is going green and all community flyers are posted 
at http://www.leanderisd.org/default.aspx?name=dept.SCR.comm.fliers. 
Be sure to also sign up for the Leander Insider and the 
Grandview Hills Insider online. Our principal sends a lot of 
information every day regarding our campus! 

http://www.sallyfoster.com/
mailto:tdn@austin.rr.com
http://www.leanderisd.org/default.aspx?name=dept.SCR.comm.fliers
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THANK YOU Rudino’s! 
Thank you all who attended our first 
Restaurant Night at Rudino‘s in 
October! Kert and Stacia Kveton, 
owners of Rudino‘s, graciously 
donated $500 to our PTA! Please 
be sure to visit them at their two 
locations!  

 
Offer Valid only with Coupon 

Artists in Action Event 

Draws Crowd 

We would like to thank all of the 
parents, students, and teachers 
who came out for our first Artists in 
Action on October 7. We would also 
like to extend a huge thank you to 
the following artists who came to 
share their talents with us: 

 Vanessa van Cleve (Nessa 
Dee) – painting, drawing, 
collages 

 Sandra Jackson – portrait artist 

 Carlos Austin – photographer 

 Sean McConnell – painter 

 John Andrew Parks – musician 

 Austin Dance Company 

We received a lot of positive 
feedback from parents and 
students, as well as from the artists 
who participated. 

Turkey Trivia 

Researched by: Jennifer Evans 

Here are some intriguing facts about our nation's favorite 
bird you may not know:  

 Turkeys originated in North and Central America, and evidence indicates 
that they have been around for over 10 million years.  

 Until 1863, Thanksgiving Day had not been celebrated annually since the 
first feast in 1621. This changed in 1863 when Sarah Josepha Hale 
encouraged Abraham Lincoln to set aside the last Thursday in November 
―as a day for national thanksgiving and prayer‖.  

 Domesticated turkeys (farm raised) cannot fly. Wild turkeys can fly for short 
distances at up to 55 miles per hour. Wild turkeys are also fast on the 
ground, running at speeds of up to 25 miles per hour.  

 Turkeys have been bred to have white feathers. White feathers have no 
spots under the skin when plucked. 

 Only male turkeys (toms) gobble. Females (hens) make a clicking noise. 
The gobble is a seasonal call during the spring and fall. Hens are attracted 
for mating when a tom gobbles. Wild toms love to gobble when they hear 
loud sounds or settle in for the night. 

 The fleshy growth from the base of the beak, which is very long on male 
turkeys and hangs down over the beak, is called the snood.   

 The heaviest turkey ever raised weighed in at 86 pounds—about the size of 
a large dog—and was grown in England, according to Dr. Sarah Birkhold, 
poultry specialist with the Texas Agricultural Extension Service.  

 Mature turkeys have 3,500 or so feathers. The Apache Indians considered 
the turkey timid and wouldn't eat it or use its feathers on their arrows.  

 More than 45 million turkeys are cooked and 525 million pounds of turkey 
are eaten during Thanksgiving.  

 Ninety percent of American homes eat turkey on Thanksgiving Day. Fifty 
percent eat turkey on Christmas.  

 White meat has fewer calories and less fat than dark meat. 

 For their first meal on the moon, astronauts Neil Armstrong and Edwin 
Aldrin ate roast turkey in foil packets. 

 North Carolina produces 61 million turkeys annually, more than any other 
state. Minnesota and Arkansas are number two and three, respectively.  

 Benjamin Franklin, the great American statesman, thought the turkey was 
so American it should have been chosen as our national symbol rather than 
the eagle. 

Thank You Serrano’s Mexican Restaurant 
GVHE would like to say a BIG THANKS to Serrano‘s at Lakeline for their 
generous donation of gift certificates to be given to our fabulous teachers and 
staff on their birthdays. What a yummy birthday gift!  

If you or someone you know has a local restaurant or business and would like 
to make a donation of their goods to our wonderful staff at GVHE, please 
contact Mila McClain at mila@mcclainholdings.com or 512-450-4901 to 
discuss. No donation is too big or too small! 

mailto:mila@mcclainholdings.com
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